
  
    
      
    
  

1
[image: ]
In Everything Give thanks ...
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In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Christians are always to be thankful. Always. It is to be a central aspect of the life and walk of a believer. In Philippians 4:6, Paul says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication [with fear, trembling, agonizing, griping, complaining? No!] with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”
The spirit of the whole thing is summed up in Paul’s admonition to the body of Christ in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
Do you know what the Lord is saying, believer? He’s saying, “Be thankful.” You know what the idea of that is? It’s developing, as one person put it, an attitude of gratitude. Work on developing that attitude. Let me point out something that is very clear in scripture; that is, circumstances are never an issue in your life and your walk to your thankfulness--never an issue. It always comes down to your attitude regarding your circumstances. Because God has made so many promises to you, if you would just take a little look at them once in a while, you would just overflow with confidence and say, “What have I got to fear?”
Sometimes people go around as if they’ve got rose-colored glasses on. Everything always looks to them like they’re coming up roses. “Oh, praise the Lord! Isn’t this wonderful! We’re just enjoying the Lord, aren’t we?” And then another day, those same people will wake up and not be able to locate those rose-colored glasses. So they put on another pair -- manure-colored glasses -- and stick those things on. As they’re looking around, you know what everything looks like! “Oh man, I can’t look anywhere! You know there’s that stuff on everything!” It’s the attitude! You know it’s true, don’t you? 
It’s like that old joke about the parents of twins. (I’m into that now because my son just had twins. He didn’t—his wife did, although he takes partial credit. It’s amazing how you can have two kids at the same time from the same womb and they can be so different.) Well, as the twins in this story were growing up, the parents discovered that one was extremely pessimistic about everything. The other was exactly the opposite-he was incredibly optimistic about everything. They said to themselves, “This is amazing! Two kids, same home, same family, born at the same time, same womb—and they’re so different!” They decided to put it to a test, because it really seemed to be extreme. 
So, as the kids were leaving for school one day, the parents told the twins, “We’re going to have a very special day today kids. It’s almost going to be like Christmas.” 
The kids shouted, “Oh, wow!” as they went off to school. 
In the pessimist’s bedroom, the parents put everything a little boy would love to have. They put in there a bright red fire engine that had bells and whistles all over it. They put a little electric train over in the corner. They also put a new bicycle in his room. 
After that, they went into the optimist’s room and put a great big pile of manure in the middle of his room. 
When the twins came home, the parents said, “It’s like Christmas today. Go to your rooms; there’s something very special there for each of you.” Off they went! 
The parents waited a few moments and then walked into the pessimist’s room. This little guy was sitting there with all of this glorious stuff around him, yet with this glum, almost worried look on his face. 
“What’s the matter?” they asked him.
“Oh, this is awful! This is just awful!” 
“What’s awful? Look at what you’ve got here! Look at that fire engine! Isn’t that the neatest fire engine you’ve ever seen? Why don’t you play with your fire engine?” 
“Oh, I’m just afraid I’ll break it. It’ll just break!” 
“What about your electric train? Look at that electric train!” 
“What do you want me to do, get electrocuted?” 
“Well, you can ride your bike. There’s a bike!” 
“I’ll fall and break my neck!” 
The parents couldn’t believe it! They walked to the other son’s room, opened up the door only to find manure flying all over the place! This kid had a shovel out in the middle of that room and he was just shoveling like you can’t believe! 
“What are you doing?” the parents asked.
The kid, with sweat on his brow, turned around for a second and said, “With all this manure, there’s got to be a Shetland pony in there somewhere!” 
The Lord is saying, “Because I am the Lord your God, because I am your Heavenly Father, always be thankful. Always be thankful!”
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Be Thankful In Everything...Even for Fleas!
Some of you may have read the book that came out some years ago called “The Hiding Place,” by Corrie ten Boom. During World War II, Corrie and Betsy, her older sister, were thrown into a Nazi concentration camp because they had harbored Jews. These two Christian, very prim and proper middle-aged spinster ladies were subject to the horrors of one of the worst camps: Ravensbruck. When they first arrived at their permanent barracks there, and laid down for the first time on the wooden platform on which they were to sleep, Corrie felt something pinch her leg. “Fleas! Betsie, this place is swarming with them!”
They scrambled to the floor and Corrie said, “Betsie, how can we live in such a place?”
“Show us,” Betsie immediately prayed. “Show us how.”
The answer was immediate. Betsie turned to 1 Thessalonians 5:18 in their hidden Bible where it says, “…give thank in all circumstances.” So, Betsie proceeded to thank God for everything she could think of about the new barracks-including the fleas. Corrie was sure her sister was wrong about that one.
However, it wasn’t long before they learned that, because of the fleas, the guards would not enter their barracks. The fleas were God’s gift to them, allowing them to pray, lead Bible studies and worship the Lord, right in that Nazi concentration camp.
The spirit here is to be thankful. Did you notice that Paul said, “In everything give thanks”? So, it’s not just a matter of being thankful, but the admonition there is give thanks; that means to consciously render thanksgiving to the Lord. I think so often we forget to do that. In other words, we will stop with the thought that, “Gee, I should be thankful,” and that’s about as far as we will often go. But the Lord goes beyond that. He says, “Don’t stop there! That’s not what I’m saying. Give thanks!”
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Give Thanks...Feel Like It Or Not
I was talking to a lady just the other day who was having a bummer of a day. She prayed, “I know Lord, you want me to praise you and everything, so I’ll praise you. ‘Praise you Lord, praise you Lord!’ in a satiric manner until she said the most incredible thing happened. It was just a matter of moments before that almost sarcastic praise began to fill her heart with the real thing. She began to realize God was doing a work in her and a genuine sense of praise and thanksgiving was suddenly coming from her heart. 
And so he says, “Give thanks.” 
Daniel was an interesting person. As a teenager, he had just graduated from Babylon’s Wise Man’s School, had just earned his wise man’s badge when King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. The top wise men of Babylon could not tell him what the dream was or interpret it. So the king said, “All the wise men, I want them all killed.” 
How would you like to graduate from Wise Man’s School and have your first assignment be to get executed? That would be tough! So, when they came to execute Daniel and his friends, Daniel implored the king, “Wait! I’m going to ask God. I can tell you what the dream is and what it means.” 
This was sort of interesting, so they give him some time. Daniel and his friends got together and had a prayer meeting that night; they asked God to reveal the dream and the interpretation of it to them. In Daniel 2:19, it says, “Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.” 
The very next statement in scripture is, “Then …” Now just think for a minute. What would you fill in after “Then…”? Would it be, “Then … Daniel got up and ran to the king and said, ‘I know the answer! I know the answer! I have the interpretation!’”
That’s not what happened. Read what did happen next: “Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.” He stopped and, in the next three verses of that chapter, he took time just to give thanks and praise to the Lord for what the Lord had done. In that crucial situation, he stopped, even then, to say, “Lord, thank you!” God values that. Do you know that? That’s a blessing to the Living God! 
Think of those 10 lepers that Jesus healed. “Go show yourself to the priests,” He told them and, as they were going, they realized that God had healed them. One who happened to be a Samaritan, rather then go back to the priest and finish that job, turned back and just thanked Jesus. Jesus honored that. “I thought there were 10! Why is there just one and he’s a foreigner?” Give thanks! 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving …” You know what he’s saying? Even in our prayers there ought to be, in the midst of our greatest needs, giving of thanks within the context of that prayer. Paul continues, “…let your request be made known to God. And the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
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What Can you be thankful for in Hard Times?
So one thing this is telling us as Christians is that we should always be thankful. You know what else he’s saying? Our thankfulness should be in everything. Now he didn’t say for everything. He said in everything. There are things that happen that are not good. But you can still have reason to be thankful to God in the midst of them. 
 
1. Thank Him That He’s With You
You can thank Him that He is there with you in them. He’s there. You see, the Lord said He would never leave you nor forsake you. David said in Psalm 23, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” Why? “…for you are with me.” You can thank Him that He’s with you, that He hasn’t left you. 
 
2. Thank Him for His Help
You can thank Him for His help. In Hebrews 13:5, God promises, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” You can thank Him that there’s help there. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil: for you are with me. Your rod and your staff they comfort me.” Hey, that staff was what the shepherd would use to protect those sheep. You can thank Him that He’s not going to forsake you either. 
 
3. Thank Him for What He Will Do
You don’t know what it is, but you can thank Him for what He’s going to do. “You’ve prepared a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil. My cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”
The Lord is going to work here, He’s going to do something here, and you can thank Him for what the Lord is going to do here. Turning it over to Him and giving thanks for what He’s going to do. 
 
4. Count Your Blessings
That’s not to mention that you can be thankful for all the other things that you still are thankful for, the blessings that God has given you despite this. It’s like that old hymn, “Count Your Blessings.” The first stanza says, “When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed. When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost. Count your many blessings, name them one by one, and it will surprise you what the Lord has done.” So, you can thank Him for that. 
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Three things you must be convinced of to always be thankful
You know what the Lord is saying here? He’s saying, “Christian, my child, let every circumstance of life, in one way or another, elicit from you a giving of thanks.” Now that’s impossible to do, unless you are firmly, resolutely and immovably convinced of at least three things. 
 
1. God Loves You Personally
One is God’s love for you personally. “For God so loved the world,” John 3:16 begins. You know what? That includes you. You’re in that group. He says in Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, [while we were yet the opposite of everything that is virtuous and everything that God is, when we were that which were an abomination to Him, while we were yet sinners],  Christ died for us.” His relationship with you is governed by that love. So you can know the Living God will never leave you nor forsake you. 
 
2. God Is Sovereign
The second fact is knowing that He is sovereignly in power. Knowing that with His sovereign power, there isn’t anything He can’t do. There isn’t anything He can’t change right now. When Peter was in prison, the authorities including King Herod himself, had determined that Peter was going to die the next day. They had him locked in prison. They had guards at the door, guards chained to him, and next morning this man was to be executed by decree of the state. The seal of King Herod himself was on that one. 
You know the story. In the night an angel paid a little visit. The guards just sort of fell asleep, the chains just sort of dropped off, the door just sort of went open. Yet Peter kept sleeping. The angel had to go up and shake him, “smite him,” the Bible says, to wake him up. It wasn’t until the angel led him out of the prison and onto the street that Peter finally realized that he wasn’t dreaming, that this had really happened, that the angel had set him free. 
Peter ran off to John Mark’s house where they were having a prayer meeting for him. He knocked at the gate, at the outer door. Rhoda, the little handmaiden, came out and said, “Who’s there?” 
“Peter!” 
“Aaaaah!” 
She didn’t even open the door; she just ran back inside, “Peter’s at the door! Peter’s at the door!” 
Rhoda must have been something because they’re in a prayer meeting, and you can almost hear the apostles going, “Rhoda! Rhoda! Duh! Why are we having the prayer meeting, Rhoda? We’re having a prayer meeting because Peter is in prison. So, get a life, Rhoda! Where’ve you been?” 
“No, he’s there! He’s really, really, really, really, there!” 
“Well, maybe it’s a ghost!” 
Anyway, they check it out, and there’s Peter.
The point about it is, did you see that God can do anything He wants, anytime He wants? Did you notice that anything that’s determined by man can be overturned by your Heavenly Father who has all power and all authority and who loves you? My Bible says in Hebrews 13:8 that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today and, yes, forever. It tells me that we’re to thank Him. “No matter what is going on, You can overturn it this very instant, if that is Your will. But in Your love, You’re not doing that yet. I can trust You because I know that you haven’t left me, you haven’t forsaken me.” See that’s faith. That’s confidence.  So, in everything, be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be known to God. 
 
3.	God Has a GOOD Plan for Your  Life
The third truth you must be convinced of to always give thanks is that God does have a really, really good plan for your life. He told His children in Jeremiah 29:11, “’For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord. [I love the way He puts it because we are so the other way!] Plans for welfare, and not for calamity.” How often we assume that what is happening is going to bring calamity into our lives. “This is calamity!” Or, “It’s going to be calamity! God is bringing calamity upon me!” God is saying, I want you to know that my plans for you are for welfare and—grab this—NOT for calamity, “…to give you a future and a hope.”
I’ve been walking this pilgrim’s path long enough; I know that it’s the truth. I know it’s the truth. Thank you Lord. Because there were times, many times, I was writing “calamity” over my life, “calamity” over my circumstances. Guess what? The Lord had other plans.
In the Bible He says what some of what that will is, some of what that plan is and it’s pretty glorious. He says in Romans 8:29-31, for instance, “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” Wow! 
You know what He’s saying to His children? “Here’s my plan: to be conforming you into the image of Jesus Christ Himself.” Now I don’t know what that elicits in your mind, but when I think about something like this, I am reminded of things that Jesus told His disciples, even that night before He was crucified. In John 13:34, He said, for instance, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another [… now grab this …], even as I have loved you.” So being conformed into His image is entering into that area of the love that was unique to Jesus Christ Himself, to experience and be a vessel of that kind of love…wow! 
Jesus said a little bit later in John 15:11, “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.” To say something like that, having been with Him all that time, they must have thought, “Look at that love! Look at the joy!” He said, you know what? Here’s My plan, that my joy would be in you. He said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you … do not let your heart be troubled.” God says, I’ve got a plan for you. I’m going to conform you into the image of Jesus Christ, that that kind of love will more and more be ruling your life, that that kind of peace will more and more be settled in your heart, that that kind of joy would more and more be the mainstay and the heart of your life and walk with Jesus. 
When Jesus was in that boat and He’d had a really rough day, long day. He was exhausted. He and His disciples were crossing the Sea of Galilee when a storm came up. Jesus was sleeping in the back of the boat. The disciples were getting freaked, because this was a little boat in a big lake with great big waves and the waves were now beginning to crash into the boat. It looked like it was curtains for these people. It looked like they were headed to Davy Jones’s locker. Yet, Jesus was sleeping. I imagine for a long time they’re thinking, “I wonder when He’s going to wake up? Surely He’ll wake up and save us. He’s got to do something here soon. Why is He sleeping?” (Ever feel like your Lord is sleeping when you need Him the most?) “Why are you sleeping Lord?” Finally one of the disciples wakes Him up, and probably something like this, “I just thought, Master, that you might like to know that we’re drowning! We’re going down! We thought you might like to know!” 
Jesus then made the most interesting statement, “O you of little faith.” When He stood up and rebuked the wind and the waves, there was immediate peace. Do you know why He said, “O you of little faith”? Because He had said, when they got into the boat, “Let’s go to the other side.” That was the Word of the Lord. He didn’t say, “Let’s go out into the middle and drown!” You see what I’m saying? It was His word to them. There was peace. That’s the peace of Jesus. That’s the same peace I think Peter had when he was sleeping so soundly that the angel had to smite him to wake him up the night before he was to be executed. 
Brethren, our Living God is saying to you, “I’m in control, I love you, I’m sovereign and I’m working. This is what I’m doing in your life, and this is where I’m bringing you.” 
So, Christian, in all circumstances say, “Lord, thank you. I don’t see it. I don’t get it. Some of it hurts deeply, but I thank you for your faithfulness. Thank you for the blessings that I do have. Thank you that you’re here with me.  Thank you for your … 
So brethren we can always give thanks … and that’s actually a step of faith. 
So this wonderful country a long time ago said, “Let’s take a day to just give thanks to Almighty God who is so gracious to us.” 
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Prayer
Heavenly Father, Father in Heaven, thank you. Thank you that there’s not an issue in life, or a situation in life, that You have lost control of. You showed that You love us right at the cross when Jesus paid in full all that it took to restore us to You. Paid our penalty in full. And now, Father, You have done it all, and we are Yours. We look at things going on around us and with things going on in our country, but, Lord, we can turn to You as our Heavenly Father and be thankful to you, thankful to You for who You are and what You have done and are doing and will do, through it all in our lives. With that Father, may we be that light of Your love and your truth in this world in the time that You give us. With Your help, with the presence of Christ in our hearts, with the presence of the Holy Spirit, Lord, let it be. In the precious and eternal name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, thank you Father, thank you Jesus, thank you Holy Spirit. And all of God’s children said, ‘Amen.’
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Romans Road
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God’s Promises Are For God’s Kids ... Are You Part of His Family?
 
The Bible is filled with God’s promise of refuge, comfort and joy, even in the midst of unspeakable circumstances. But those promises are for His children. Do you belong to Him? You can’t earn your way into heaven, or into the family of God. But God is longing to call you His own. God doesn’t have grandchildren, so don’t depend on the faith of others to reconcile you to God. Numerous verses in the New Testament Book of Romans teach how you can be “adopted” by God and know for sure that you’re going to heaven. Take a trip down “Romans Road” to see why we all need Jesus as Savior, and to see just how much Jesus wants to be yours. 
Why Do I Need To Be “Saved”?
“ ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” ~ Romans 3:23
God is holy, perfect and righteous. You must be perfect, too, to stand in His presence on your own merit. The Ten Commandments are His standard. Jesus said that if you have been angry with your brother, you have committed murder. If you have lusted after another, you have committed adultery. 
Who Can Be Saved?
“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”  ~ Romans 5:6
Have you ever broken even one of the Ten Commandments? If so, you need someone to reconcile you to God, and Jesus is the only one who can. Jesus Christ died on a cross for the ungodly and hopelessly lost. He died for us while we were sinners. Don’t wait until you think you’ve cleaned up your life before coming to Jesus. 
What Will Salvation Cost Me?
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” ~ Romans 6:23
God has declared the price for sin is death, which is eternal separation from Him. But God so loved the world (John 3:16) that He sent His only son to die for us on a cross, to pay our debt for sin. He did it as a free, but absolutely priceless, gift of love—for you.
How Much Can I Be Forgiven For?
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” ~ Romans 8:1
Once you give your life to Jesus (see the prayer below), your sin is washed away—past, present and future.  Corrie ten Boom often said that when God forgives your sin, He throws it into the deepest ocean, then puts up a sign that says “No fishing.” You are eternally forgiven. Here’s how that can be true for you.
What Must I Do To Be Saved?
“That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” ~ Romans 10:9-10
If you confess your need for Jesus to save you from your sins, mean it in your heart and speak it publicly, He will forgive you and save you. It’s that simple.
 
If you are ready to accept God’s free gift of salvation, you need to tell Him in a prayer something like this:
“God, I know I am a sinner in need of Your mercy. I believe that Jesus died on the cross for my sins and was raised from the dead. Please forgive me and take control of my life from this moment on. I’m Yours. Amen.”
If you’ve prayed this prayer, tell another Christian, read the Bible daily, talk to God and find a Bible-teaching church in which to fellowship. God bless you!
 
[image: ]
About the Author
[image: ]Brian Larson and his young family moved to Truckee from Southern California in the summer of 1975. Having ministered in denominational churches for about eight years, he stepped out in faith in 1978 and began a nondenominational fellowship in North Tahoe. By June of 1981, the small fellowship had moved to the high school auditorium in Truckee, and it was then that we became known as Calvary Chapel of Truckee. Pastor Brian has been ministering in Truckee for more than 40 years. It has been Pastor Brian’s vision that this church would be a God-built church. In other words, we would not depend on the methods and means of man, but solely on the guiding and direction of the Holy Spirit. Consequently, the emphasis of this ministry is simply on the building up of the body of Christ through the clear, objective teaching of the Word of God, the praise and worship of His Name, and diligent prayer; seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit in all we undertake as a church. He firmly believes that as the body is fed and nourished in His Word, we will grow in His grace and love, and the work of the Lord will flourish, with God accomplishing His purposes and plans through the body as a whole. Over the years, Pastor Brian has witnessed the faithfulness of God to guide and build His church.
© 2017 Brian Larson 
True To His Word
Calvary Chapel of Truckee
www.cctruckee.com
www.truetohisword.com
12242 Business Park Dr., Ste. 15
Truckee, CA 96161
(530) 587-1711
info@cctruckee.com
 
OEBPS/Images/image00018.jpeg
®





OEBPS/Images/image00017.jpeg





OEBPS/Text/nav.xhtml

  
    Guide


    
      		Start


      		Cover


    


  
  
    Table of contents


    
      		In Everything Give thanks ...


      		Be Thankful In Everything...Even for Fleas!


      		Give Thanks...Feel Like It Or Not


      		What Can you be thankful for in Hard Times?
        
          		1. Thank Him That He’s With You


          		2. Thank Him for His Help


          		3. Thank Him for What He Will Do


          		4. Count Your Blessings


        


      


      		Three things you must be convinced of to always be thankful
        
          		1. God Loves You Personally


          		2. God Is Sovereign


          		3. God Has a GOOD Plan for Your Life


        


      


      		Prayer


      		Romans Road


      		About the Author


    


  


OEBPS/Images/image00020.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00019.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/cover00022.jpeg
r

In Everything,
GIVE THANKS!





